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Woodrow Wilson, the twenty-eighth president of the United States, once said, “I feel sorry for 
the men who do not read the Bible every day.  I wonder why they deprive themselves of such 
strength and pleasure.” Indeed, the Bible is a book to be treasured.  It is unlike any other 
volume ever created.  The Good Book indeed brings great blessing to those who cherish it.  
Perhaps this is the reason it is still regarded as the most popular book in human history.  The 
1995 Guinness Book of World Records reported that the Bible was the best selling book of all 
time, stating that over 5 billion copies of the volume had been produced.  Commenting on 
these realities, one has said, “There is no book better than the Bible.  The reason that the Bible 
is the best of books is because it is God’s own Word.”  
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	 While the Bible is a well-known book, few know how it came into being.   There are 
believers who have read the Bible for years, but they are unaware of the process by which the 
Lord delivered it.  Knowledge concerning these matters is a nonnegotiable matter for those 
who want to stand strong in the current cultural climate.  Like never before, the Bible is facing 
attacks from historians, scientists, entertainers, and even theologians and clergymen.  
Christians must be equipped with a reasonable defense of their faith.  To do so, they must be 
aware of the means that the Lord used to deliver the Bible to mankind. 

	 The author of Hebrews said God, “…spoke to the fathers by the prophets at different 
times and in different ways” (Hebrews 1:1). The first step in understanding how the Bible came 
into being involves knowing how the Bible was initially received and recorded.  At real points in 
human history, real people wrote the words of Scripture.  Far from diminishing the credibility of 
the Bible, the human element actually magnifies the supernatural nature of the Bible.  Over the 
span of time, God used different people, materials, generations, languages, nations, and 
genres of literature to bring the Bible into being.


GOD USED DIFFERENT PEOPLE. 
To understand the composition of the Bible.  One must start with a consideration of the human 
instruments God used to deliver His Word.  In our study, we have acknowledged that Holy 
Scripture is inspired.  However, we have also noted that such a process involved mere humans.  
In one of the most famous passages on the doctrine of inspiration, Peter spoke of how various 
individuals recorded God’s special revelation.  He said: “Above all, you know this: No prophecy 
of Scripture comes from the prophet’s own interpretation, because no prophecy ever came by 
the will of man; instead, men spoke from God as they were carried along by the Holy Spirit” (2 
Peter 1:21).  


Prophets And Apostles	 

In order to deliver His Word, the Lord raised up two distinct sets of people.  In the Old 
Testament, He used individuals called “prophets” as His mouthpieces.  In the New Testament, 
He used men known as “apostles.”  It is important for us to stress this point.  God did not 
reveal His truth to just anyone.  In two foundational epochs of His redemptive plan, He 
specially anointed prophets and apostles for His purposes.  Every book in your Bible has such 
individuals as its author, or as its main contributor.  

	 If writings cannot be traced back to one of the biblical prophets or apostles, one should 
not trust such writings as being from God.  The teaching of Scripture makes this plain.  In the 
Old Testament times, the Lord adorned the ministry of prophets with special signs to validate 
their ministry (Exodus 4:1-5).  Additionally, He levied strict punishments for those who 
pretended to be prophets when they weren’t (Deuteronomy 13:1-5).  Though words like 
“prophecy” and “prophets” are sometimes used in an unofficial sense within the New 
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Testament to speak of the acts of preaching or truth-telling (Acts 11:27; Romans 12:6; 1 
Timothy 4:14), one should not overlook the fact that there was an official set of Old Testament 
prophets who were used to deliver Scripture.

	 In the New Testament, there is clear evidence that the Lord only intended for His twelve 
apostles to deliver His specially revealed truth.  Jesus hinted at these realities in His teaching 
on the Holy Spirit (John 14:25).  Paul did more than hint at them.  He told the Corinthians that 
only apostles have the ability to speak directly from God (1 Corinthians 9:1; 15:3-8).  Since the 
time of Paul and throughout the church age, there have been many who claim to speak as an 
apostle (2 Corinthians 11:5; 12:11).  Though the word apostle is applied in the New Testament 
in an unofficial sense to an aspect of gospel ministry (2 Corinthians 8:23), Scripture is clear that 
there are only twelve apostles for all of human history (1 Corinthians 15:5-8; Revelation 21:14).  
When God chose to deliver HIs Word, He used prophets and apostles as His spokespersons.  


Different People, Personalities, And Perspectives  
The Lord used a vast amount of people to deliver His Word.  Each was either an apostle or 
prophet, or each was deeply influenced by an apostle or prophet.  In total, God used around 
forty different individuals to write the Bible.  Most all were men, but it seems that the Lord did 
use some women as contributors (Proverbs 31:1-31; Matthew 28:1-4).  People from all walks of 
life — kings, prophets, leaders, and ordinary fishermen — contributed to Scripture.   
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	 In utilizing such human instruments, God did not override human personalities, cultures, 
languages, or intellects.  Instead, He sanctified and used such things for His purposes.  In 
reading the Bible, we can pick up on the personality differences between Paul and Peter.  The 
former even made remarks on how he had difficulty understanding the latter’s writing style (2 
Peter 3:16).  The emotive style of the Hebrew Bible stands in contrast to the more logical style 
of the Greek-influenced New Testament.  Gospel authors even give different perspectives — 
Matthew writing with Jews in mind, Luke giving a record with the precision of a doctor and 
historian, Mark creating an action-oriented gospel for Romans, and John transcribing a 
theological tome from a heart of love.  One has correctly said, “God used the human 
intelligence, the literary style, the personal feelings of each author.  He did not override them.  
He did not force material through a reluctant penman.  He supernaturally prepared the 
penman.”  
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	 Such realities underscore God’s love for mankind.  God is a god of love.  As such, He 
has strong affection toward people and He desires to communicate to them.  To convey His 
love He actually used people when communicating to people.  In using people, He did not 
reduce them to mere cyborgs or automated robots.  Instead, He personally moved them by His 
Holy Spirit.  

	 Such things also highlight the way in which God wants to use us.  Through His 
indwelling Spirit, He desires to get glory for Himself through our lives.  He has supernaturally 
empowered (Acts 1:8) and gifted (Romans 12:6-8) His people for His purposes. May we 
commit our lives to being used by Him.


A Proof of Supernatural Origin 
Some discount the veracity of the Bible, pointing to human instrumentation.  “Men wrote the 
Bible!” some claim.  Far from reducing the significance of God’s Word, such an accusation 
actually supports the otherworldly nature of it.  Considering the way in which it was composed, 
it is miraculous that the Bible contains such unified themes and sub themes.   All of this gives a 
strong apologetical defense of Scripture. Commenting on this issue in relation to the subject of 
inerrancy, one has said:
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…our conclusion on inerrancy would be falsified if someone could trace a real error back to 
an original scroll.  But to this day, after nearly 2,000 years of looking, no one has found 
such an irreconcilable problem…This is truly amazing when you consider that the Bible is 
really a collection of documents written by about 40 authors over a 1,500 year period.  
Where could you find such agreement on a variety of issues from 40 authors who all live 
today, much less over a 1,500-year period? 
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	 The people used in the composition of the Bible also makes it more superior than other 
religious writings. Which of the following scenarios seem more miraculous to you:  1) One 
spokesperson delivering a supposed holy book, like the Book of Mormon or the Quran; or, 2) 
God using forty different people to write the one magnificent theme.  The answer is obvious.  
The many different people involved in penning Scripture gives witness to the superiority of the 
Bible.


GOD USED DIFFERENT MATERIALS. 
When the biblical authors received communication from God, they were prompted to write.  
Jesus frequently made reference to the way such things happened, using the popular 
declaration “It is written” (Matthew 4:6-10 and Mark 7:6).  When we study the Bible, we find 
that numerous materials were used for its production.  According to Exodus 31:18, Moses 
wrote on stone. Deuteronomy 27:2-3 tells us he also wrote on plaster.  The prophet Ezekiel 
used both clay (Ezekiel 4:1) and wood (Ezekiel 37:16-17). Jeremiah carved words into leather 
(Jeremiah 36:23).  

	 In New Testament times, apostles and others wrote on papyrus paper (2 John 12).  The 
material originated from Egypt where it was known to grow along the Nile River.  The ancients 
were well familiar with it.  Job mentioned it in Job 8:11.  By the time of the New Testament, the 
material was popular in the Hellenized world and the Roman Empire.  The port of Byblos in 
Syrian was famous for exporting the material.  Many believe the Greek word from which we 
derive our word “books” actually comes from the name of that port. 
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	 Pliny the Elder, a Roman philosopher, described how papyrus was used to make first-
century paper.  He said, “Paper is made from the papyrus plant by separating it with a needle 
point into very thin strips as broad as possible.  The choice quality comes from the center, and 
thence in the order of slicing.”   After wetting papyrus strips, manufacturers arranged them in a 6

crisscross pattern that mimicked the weave in a basket.   Finished sheets were placed in the 
sun for drying.  The drying process made them adhere together.  The end product was 
something similar to our modern sheets of paper, though papyrus paper was much more crude 
and rough than what we use today. After some sanding and polishing, newly-fabricated 
papyrus pages could be used for writing and transcribing.  The lightweight paper made 
transporting books much easier.  Can you imagine carrying a large stack of animal skins or 
stones around? 
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	 The New Testament makes frequent mention of papyrus.  In 2 John 12, John said, 
“Though I have many things to write to you, I don’t want to use paper and ink. Instead, I hope 
to come to you and talk face to face so that our joy may be complete.”  The Greek word for 
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“paper” referred to papyrus.  To contain a large work, numerous papyrus sheets were glued 
together to create a large scroll.  Such a volume is mentioned in Revelation 5:1.  

	 The oldest fragment of papyrus writing we have today is from 2400 B.C.   No original 8

manuscripts of the Old or New Testament remain, though we do have an amazing number of 
duplicates.  Perhaps it is best that there are no copies available.  The propensity of the human 
heart toward idolatry (Exodus 20:1-6) would likely lead some to venerate the pages of Scripture 
as sacred artifacts.

	 In the early church, papyrus sheets and scrolls containing the writings of the apostles 
were passed around to various churches.  Local congregations often made personal copies to 
keep for themselves.  Eventually numerous copies of both Old Testament and New Testament 
writings existed.  Today we hold a book in our hands that is the result of years and years of 
copying, safekeeping, and translating.  Through a marvelous work, God has graciously given 
us the Good Book for our benefit and blessing (Revelation 1:3)!  


GOD USED DIFFERENT TIMES. 
The pages of the Bible were produced over a span of time that lasted around 1,500 years.  
Many would say the Bible was composed between the years 1500 B.C. and A.D. 100.   Some 9

have doubted that Scripture could have been recorded at such an early date.  But such doubts 
have been proven unfounded.  One has commented:


For years skeptics doubted that Moses was capable of writing in the year 1500 B.C.  But 
the deciphering of the famous Sinai script in 1948 showed that the Hebrews or their fellow 
Semites invented the first alphabet well before 1500 B.C. making it possible for Moses to 
write the Pentateuch.  In fact, the Code of Hammurabi and other ancient writings show that 
cuneiform writing had been invented by the time of Abraham, 500 years before the days of 
Moses. 
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An ancient date for the Bible is plausible.  One does not need to regard the Old Testament as 
having been concocted at a later date, a product of post-captivity Jewish imagination. 

	 These things support the idea that the Bible was written over a span of many years.  Its 
authors witnessed the rise and fall of kingdoms. Some lived in a Mesopotamian dominated 
world (Genesis 14); others lived during the times of the Pharaohs (Exodus 5:1), 
Nebuchadnezzar (Daniel 1:1), or the Romans (Matthew 2:1).  Despite the generations that 
spanned between the transmission of the books of Genesis and Revelation, the Bible has a 
consistent message of redemption.  This reality gives witness to its supernatural origin.  
Consider the following account from one author:


Contrast the books of the Bible with the compilation of Western classics called the Great 
Books of the Western World. The Great Books contain selections from more than 450 works 
by close to 100 authors spanning a period of about twenty-five centuries: Homer, Plato, 
Aristotle, Plotinus, Augustine, Aquinas, Dante, Hobbes, Spinoza, Calvin, Rousseau, 
Shakespeare, Hume, Kant, Darwin, Tolstoy, Whitehead, and Joyce, to name but a handful. 
While these individuals are all part of the Western tradition of ideas, they often display an 
incredible diversity of views on just about every subject. And while their views share some 
commonalities, they also display numerous conflicting and contradictory positions and 
perspectives. In fact, they frequently go out of their way to critique and refute key ideas 
proposed by their predecessors.
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A representative of the Great Books of the Western World came to my house one day, 
attempting to recruit salesmen for the series.  He spread out a chart describing the series, 
and spent five minutes talking to my wife and me about it. We then spent an hour and a half 
talking to him about the Bible, which we presented as the greatest book of all time.  


I challenged this representative to take just ten of the authors from the Great Books series, 
all from one walk of life, one generation, one place, one time, one mood, one continent, one 
language, and all addressing just one controversial subject. I then asked him, "Would the 
authors agree with one another?"


He paused and then replied, “No.'


"What would you have, then?" I retorted.


Immediately he answered, "A conglomeration.


Two days later he committed his life to Christ.


The uniqueness of the Bible as shown above does not prove that it is inspired. It does, 
however, challenge any person sincerely seeking truth to consider seriously its unique 
quality in terms of its continuity.  That Great Books representative took this step, and 
discovered the Savior of the Bible in the process. 
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	 Scripture is otherworldly.  It didn’t come from one cultural perspective.  It wasn’t 
produced by a single people group.  One can’t relegate it to the customs and codes of ethics 
of a lone, isolated society.  Other supposed holy books came from one man, one nation, one 
generation, one society, or one location.  The Bible spans generations, kings, kingdoms, 
political paradigms, and cultures.  Yet, it contains one overarching story, one holy God, one 
simple theme, and one transformational message.

	 It is truly a marvel that God could produce such a unified volume from such diverse 
authors, generations, and kingdoms.  These things give testimony to the Lord’s glory and 
power.  With the Psalmist, we must say, “How magnificent are your works, Lord, how profound 
your thoughts!” (Psalm 92:5).  The Bible is truly a gift to us!  May we make it a lamp for our feet 
and a light for our paths (Psalm 119:105)!


GOD USED DIFFERENT LANGUAGES. 
Language was created by God.  It is a vehicle by which humans communicate with one 
another, but it is also a primary means by which God makes Himself known.  One has said, 
“God sovereignly chose to use human language as a medium of revelational communication.  If 
the primary purpose of God’s gift of language was to make it possible for Him to communicate 
with human beings, then we can conclude that He would reveal Himself via language and 
expect man to accept His words in a literal, normal, and plain sense.”   Three different 12

languages were used to record the words of Holy Writ — Hebrew, Aramaic, and Greek.  The 
Lord’s use of multiple languages from multiple people groups demonstrates an important point.  
The Lord is a God of the nations.  He offers salvation to all.  Scripture says, “He himself is the 
atoning sacrifice, for our sins, and not only for ours, but also for those of the whole world” (1 
John 2:2).  One day there will be people “from every nation, tribe, people, and language” 
worshipping before the throne of God in heaven (Revelation 7:9).
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	 Almost the entirety of the 39 books of Jewish Scriptures were penned in Hebrew, a 
semitic language.  The language was distinct to God’s covenant people, the Jews.  It was 
written in a right to left format.  The language only contained consonants.  Native speakers 
learned to naturally add vowels sounds when speaking and writing.  Years later, Hebrew 
scribes called Masoretes added vowel pointing into sacred texts to help readers discern the 
placement of vowel sounds. 


	 Interestingly, Hebrew was once considered a dead language, but it has since been 
revived.  At the time of this writing, nine million people in the world speak the language.  Its 
permanence and prevalence in society, along with its presence in the Bible, reminds us of the 
Lord’s covenant promises to native Israel.  In his letter to the Romans, Paul said, “So what 
advantage does the Jew have?  Or what is the benefit of circumcision?  Considerable in every 
way.  First, they were entrusted with the very words of God” (Romans 3:1-2).

	 Small portions of the Old Testament were also written in Aramaic.  The language was a 
tongue many of God’s chosen people learned during the time of the captivity.  As a result, a 
large portion of Daniel was written in the language (Daniel 2:4-7:28).  Portions of Ezra (4:8-6:18) 
and Jeremiah (10:11) were also originally transcribed in Aramaic.  

	 Interestingly, Jesus spoke Aramaic.  When the New Testament authors quoted Him, 
they usually translated His words into Greek.  On a few occasions, they transliterated His 
Aramaic words for effect.  Examples can be seen from the cross.  When Jesus experienced the 
soul-wrenching agony of separation from the Heavenly Father, He cried, ““Elí, Elí, lemá 
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sabachtháni?” (Matthew 27:46).  The gospel writers’ intent on such occasions was to 
emphasize the pain of the cross through giving the pain-depicting phonetics of the Aramaic.

	 The use of Aramaic in Scripture underscores God’s willingness to show grace to 
sinners.  Though the Israelites went into captivity because of their sin, and though they were 
made to learn a foreign language because of their bondage, the Lord used such things to get 
glory for himself.  The very language of captivity became language of the Bible.  God has a way 
of showering grace in even the darkest moments.  Scripture says, “…But where sin multiplied, 
grace multiplied even more…” (Romans 5:20).

	 Though the New Testament contains quotations of Aramaic sayings and statements 
(Mark 5:41 and 7:34), it was originally written in Greek.  The authors used what is now known 
as Koine Greek, the form of Greek was spoken during the Hellenistic Period and throughout the 
Roman Empire.  The word “Koine” meant “common.”  The label was used for the language, 
since Koine Greek was the Greek spoken by common people.  The significance of this reality 
should not be lost on us.  One has said, “It was the language of the common person.  
Therefore, it was the perfect language for the gospel of the New Testament, the message of 
salvation in Jesus Christ to a dying world.”  
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	 The language was made popular by Alexander the Great.  When he went about 
conquering the known world, he spread Greek culture and language through a process known 
as Hellenization.  Though he undoubtedly did such things for personal and national glory, he 
unwittingly served as an instrument for the Lord’s purposes.  Because of the prevalence of 
Koine Greek at the time of the apostles, the gospel message had a conduit to spread like a 
wildfire.  The truth of Scripture was validated to a degree — “When the time came to 
completion, God sent his Son, born of a woman, born under the law, to redeem those under 
the law, so that we might receive adoption as sons” (Galatians 4:4-5).


GOD USED DIFFERENT PLACES. 
Scripture was written from three of our modern continents.  Most was dictated in what we 
regard as Asia.  When I say “Asia,” don’t automatically think of places like China and Japan.  
Though those nations are certainly a part of Asia, there are other nations closer to the Western 
world that are still a part of Asia.  Think about the Middle East.  Portions of the Bible were 
written there.  Some portions were produced in places like Babylon, or modern day Iraq.  
Others were compiled in a place often referred to as the Near East.  The Near East can be 
regarded as the western-most border of Asia.  It includes parts of Africa and what is modern-
day Turkey.  Of course, much of the Bible was written from Israel.  

	 Other parts of the Bible were written from northern Africa.  Many believe that the first 
five books of the Bible — known as the Pentateuch — were penned by Moses while the 
children of Israel wandered in the Wilderness of Sinai.  That deserted region was located in 
Egypt, a country in Africa.  Both the Old and New Testaments make mention of the significance 
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of Egypt in God’s plan of redemption (Hosea 11:1; Matthew 2:15).  It is plausible that the 
prophet Jeremiah penned some of his prophecies from Africa, since he was carried away as a 
captive to Egypt in Jeremiah 43.

	 As you may be aware, some portions of Scripture were penned in what is modern 
Europe.  Paul made extensive travels in what constitutes contemporary Greece and Italy.  In his 
letter to the Romans, he expressed ardent zeal to travel to Rome (Romans 1:8-10).  A number 
of his epistles were written from that city while he was imprisoned there.

	 There is significance in the fact that the Bible was written from so many parts of the 
world.  The number of locations gives witness to the Lord’s heart for the nations.  Though Israel 
was His chosen nation for delivering His Messiah, the Lord has love for all the nations.  The 
gospel was designed for the whole world.  Jesus told the Twelve, “But you will receive power 
when the Holy Spirit has come on you, and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, in all Judea 
and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth” (Acts 1:8).


GOD USED DIFFERENT GENRES. 
Several different types of literature are found within the New Testament.  The Lord used history, 
legal writings, poetry, everyday letters, songs, and apocalyptic literature to convey His truth.  In 
fact, the basic divisions of the Bible give witness to the different types of genres contained 
within it.  The first five books are regarded as law (Genesis-Deuteronomy).  The next twelve 
books are historical (Joshua-Esther).  Five books of poetry (Job-Song of Songs) and seventeen 
books of prophecy comprise the rest of the Old Testament (Isaiah-Malachi).

	 The New Testament contains twenty-seven books.  The first four are gospels.  Acts 
contains history.  As you may know, a great number of letters make up the New Testament.  
Apocalyptic literature is found in the book of Revelation.

	 Our Lord’s commitments to using various modes of communication show that He is 
passionate to communicate in a way that resonates with us.  His Word is designed to appeal to 
us in both an emotive and logical fashion.  Considering the fascinating nature of the Bible, we 
ought to read it and value it.  May we have a commitment like the Psalmist who said, “I rise at 
midnight to thank you for your righteous judgments.  I am a friend to all who keep your 
precepts.  Lord, the earth is filled with your faithful love; teach me your statutes” (Psalm 
119:62-64).


